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A packed Council Week 
October is usually the busiest month of the year, and 2016 was no excep on. 
The fall Council Mee ng was surrounded by a variety of academic ac vi es, 
from a performance lecture on gender and literature to a two-day workshop 
on work/life balance in the SNoW network to a seminar on linguis cs, and 
more. 
 
The week opened with a workshop on Sino-Nordic degree collabora ons, 
which included a variety of case presenta ons by Nordic Centre member uni-
versi es. A report summarizing the observa ons and conclusions of the work-
shop will be published in early 2017, and presented in Copenhagen in April. 
Stay tuned. 
 

Par cipants in the October 17 workshop on Sino-Nordic double degrees. 
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Diploma c thaw brings holiday cheer 
Hot off the press: Reuters is repor ng that Norway and China have re-
sumed poli cal contact a er a diploma c freeze that began in 2010, when 
a Chinese ac vist was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The two countries 
are resuming nego a ons over a free trade deal, and have released a  
common statement on rela ons.  
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Searching	for	Europe 
Oscar Salemink, professor at the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of Copenhagen, is 
on a hunt through the museums and art galleries of 
China—looking for the idea of Europe.  
 
Q: Please tell us about your current research project. 
 
My project is called “Global Europe: Cons tu ng Eu-
rope from the outside in through artefacts”. It is a big project funded by the Danish Research 
Council (FKK), and looks at Europe from the outside in. The idea of Europe – as con nent, as civili-
za on, as social imaginary, as transna onal territorial ins tu on – has been studied from various 
disciplines, but usually from within Europe. Historically, the idea of Europe emerged through the 
collec on, circula on, classifica on and museum exhibi on of objects from outside of Europe – 
Africa, Asia and the America – in the curiosity cabinets of the early modern period when Europe 
rose to world dominance. The aim of this project is to explore how the collec on, circula on, 
classifica on and museum exhibi on of objects define Europe from the outside in in the present, 
when Europe is losing its global hegemony in comparison with the early modern period of Euro-
pean ascendancy. The research takes place in Japan and four non-European BRICS countries 
(Brazil, China, India, South Africa – but not Russia which is partly European as well) as well as in 
European museums, using anthropological, historical and museological methods. There is a team 
of two postdocs, two PhD fellows and myself; I do the China part of the project.  
 
Q: How did you come to think of this research topic? 
 
In the past I o en combined anthropological with historical research, and I published in both dis-
ciplines. Since the 1980s most of my field research experience was in Vietnam and other coun-
tries in Southeast Asia, but I also did archival and documentary research and oral history in Eu-
rope and the USA. I have also worked on heritage early on, especially intangible cultural heritage, 
in a UNESCO context; and the current wave of global and local heritagiza on made me return to 
ques ons of heritage but asked from a new and cri cal perspec ve. For a while, postcolonial ap-
proaches which look at the legacy of the colonial situa on in the present were dominant in an-
thropology and cultural studies, but I thought it was necessary to make another step forward by 
adop ng a post-postcolonial approach that takes its point of departure in the emergence of pow-
erful regions beyond Europe, by asking how they shape the world in the present- I do this by look-
ing at the technologies that classified the world in the past, i.e. collec ons and exhibi ons of cul-
tural ar facts, which are now in collec ons and museums around the world. 
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Q: Your research project is very interna onal in scope, what do you see as the major differences (as re-
lates to your topic) between the countries in your study? 
 
That is too early to tell because the research is just star ng, but there are some obvious differences. 
Some countries were colonies and were just recently decolonized – e.g. South Africa from Apartheid – 
while other countries like Japan were never colonized. When Brazil became independent it was already 
the dominant partner in the Portuguese empire. Japan became a global power a er World War 1 and 
peaked economically in the 1980s but has not been growing since then. Countries like China and India 
are s ll growing but South Africa and especially Brazil experience a slump. There are also very different 
approaches to art objects in these countries, as some countries are based on proud and historically 
deep civiliza ons. 
 
Q: What knowledge/insights/experiences do you wish to gain from your stay in Shanghai/China? 
 
I try to understand how China has become the world’s second market in contemporary art in just two 
decades, based mostly on its own art and ar sts, and with ins tu ons – museums, galleries, auc on 
houses, art fairs – that are rarely older than ten years. These developments are concentrated in Beijing 
and Shanghai, which is where I spend most of my me. 
 
Q: What methods are you using to conduct your studies here? 
 
I visit venues and a end events – applying what anthropologists call “par cipatory observa on”; but 
most of me is spent chasing relevant people for interviews. When doing a village study or something 
like that it usually is not difficult to find informants because they are simply there and o en eager to 
talk. But when “studying up” – i.e. doing research among powerful people – access is much more diffi-
cult; and the art world is one of money, some mes big money, so that is o en a mo va on to shield 
off from researchers. But it is also a world of vanity, which might be a mo va on to be seen – and I try 
to bank on that. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
More informa on about Oscar Salemink 
Personal webpage at the Department of Anthropology  
Personal webpage at the Asian Dynamics Ini a ve 
 
More informa on about Global Europe 
Project Leader of the Sapere Aude project ”Global Europe: Cons tu ng Europe from the outside in 
through artefacts” 
 
Other projects 
Project Leader of the HERA-funded project “HERILIGION: The heritagiza on of religion and the sacrali-
za on of heritage in contemporary Europe” 
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Say	hello	to	Vincent—Our	new	Programme	Of icer 
 

The love of film is what started an interest in the Nordic region for our 
new Programme Officer Vincent. It will even bring him out of China for 
the first me—all the way to Tromsø in the middle of the January cold.  
 
Hi everyone! This is the new program officer Wen Enyu - you can call me 
by my English name Vincent. I am very glad and excited to work at Nordic 
Centre.  
 
When I was s ll studying at Communica on University of China in Beijing, 
I accidently had a chance to translate a Swedish documentary called  
Silenced Voices, which was shown as the opening film for NORDOX (Nordic 
Documentary Film Fes val) in 2015. I was truly impressed with how  
Scandinavian films and documentaries display and discuss the social and 
interpersonal issues through mo on pictures, and I soon fell in love with 
the films and Nordic culture. 
 
Ever since then I have been working with a small film fes val, supported by the Nordic embassies in China, called 
Beyond Frozen Point: Stories from the North, where we screen Nordic films and documentaries across China and 
we bring outstanding Chinese independent films to Nordic countries. 2017 will be my third year collabora ng with 
this film fes val, and I am very fortunate to be invited as a guest to Tromsø Interna onal Film Fes val in January 
2017. 
 
I also have some experience working as a journalist on mul ple media pla orms. Some of my stories are about 
Scandinavians in China, and I have interviewed many of them. However, frankly speaking, Scandinavia is not very 
well represented here in China, while Nordic culture, lifestyle and social spirits are deeply appreciated by Chinese 
elites. So there are, I believe, plenty of opportuni es and room to expand Nordic influence in China, which is also 
one of the reasons why I came to work here. 
 
Hope I can hear from anyone reading this le er soon, and help to get your project done! Gree ngs to all of you 
from Shanghai, China on a windy day! 
 
Best, 
Vincent 
vincent@nordiccentre.net  
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From	Sweden	to	Shanghai	—	the	life	of	an	exchange	student 
 
Every semester, students leave the Nordic countries to spend months—or even longer—in Shanghai. As 
exchange students they are faced with many challenges as they try to adjust to a new country and culture, 
while still striving to perform academically. One such student is Hampus Rydahl from Gothenburg Universi-
ty in Sweden. What is it like to study in a city which has more than double the inhabitants of his entire 
country? 
  
The interest for China goes a long way back in Hampus Rydahl’s family—his great-grandfather worked in  
China for a couple of years. “I heard a lot of stories from his travels from my grandfather and grandfather’s 
sister,” Rydahl says. “I have even gotten to read some excerpts from the diary he kept during that time. One 
thing he wrote about was the difficulties of communicating without a common language.”  
  
Hampus describes the lack of a common language as a challenge that still persists, though perhaps to a lesser 
degree. “Before coming here, I thought more Chinese would be able to speak at least some English. I studied 
Mandarin in high school and at university, which helps me get by in everyday situations.”  
 
Another struggle for international students is trying to connect with the local students, especially since the 
two groups live in different dorms on campus. The Chinese students study long hours and it can be a  
challenge to find similar interests. Hampus Rydahl has found his solution, “I have gotten to know the most 
Chinese people through joining an American football team!” 
  

When asked to comment on the main differences he has no-
ticed between studying in Gothenburg and in Shanghai,  
Hampus seems pleased with his time thus far at Fudan  
University. “The teachers here seem to be more open to  
having a closer connection to the students, it is easier to talk to 
them and they seem more interested in our ideas. Maybe it is 
because the classes for us exchange students are smaller than 
what I am used to in Sweden. The study pace is not as bad as I 
had feared either, it has turned out to be about the same as 
back home.”  
 
Even though there are things that he misses from back home -
”friends, family, clean air!” - Hampus still is not ready to leave 
China. He was originally granted a one-semester exchange but 
applied for an extension so that he could study at Fudan for a 
whole year. “Shanghai is such a huge city, there is always 
something to do here”, he gushes. “I can’t see myself back in 
Gothenburg!” 

Hampus Rydahl at Jing’an Temple in Shanghai 
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Above: The yearly Lucia celebra on at Nordic Centre was held on December 8. Students from Fudan 
University and Shanghai Interna onal Studies University sang tradi onal Lucia songs, under the 
guidance of Swedish teacher Lin Engdahl. Santa is rumoured to have made an appearance, but 
unfortunately our intern went to buy the newspaper and missed the occasion... 

If you would like to organize a research event at Nordic Centre or elsewhere at Fudan University, please 
write to magnus@nordiccentre.net 

 
Remember that you can also apply for Nordic Centre funding for holding such events (next deadline is March 
10, 2016!). You can also apply for funding for shorter research stays through the Research Pla orm. Read 
more at nordiccentre.net 


