
Barking at the door of the Year of the Dog 
 

While China may be the world’s oldest continuous civilization, it often seems 

like a puppy: Rapidly growing, fiercely energetic, joyfully barking, tireless 

and frenetic. This is as true of the academic world Nordic Centre finds itself 

in as of the rich and inspiring society surrounding our platform, and indeed 

the myriad , expanding connections between China and the Nordic region. 

Fortunately, anything growing with such energy needs the occasional rest, 

which is precisely the purpose Spring Festival, China’s most important 

holiday, serves. 

 

The interest of Chinese students in our far-flung region seems to never have 

been greater, with a record 49 students passing last semester’s Nordic 

Studies course. Meanwhile, Chinese decision-makers have kept their ears 

open to Nordic inputs, as you can find one humble example of in this 

newsletter’s last page. More importantly, from the perspective of Nordic 

Centre, Sino-Nordic academic collaboration continues to intensify in scope 

and depth, as you can read examples of in the following pages, including 

information on our upcoming conference on the Belt & 

Road Initiative, research workshops in various fields we 

look forward to organizing, and excerpts from a master’s 

thesis exploring an environmental policy initiative in the 

southern city of Guangzhou.  

 

Enjoy reading (and listening, to the podcasts linked to on 

page 2) as you enter the Year of the Dog. 
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Discount for students from Nordic Centre member universities: 

UEF Summer School, 13-24 August 2018 
  
The University of Eastern Finland’s (UEF) summer school provides an excellent opportunity 
to experience an innovative and international learning environment while creating new 
networks with fellow students — and let's not forget about the opportunity to enjoy typical 
Finnish summer activities in beautiful lakeside surroundings 
 
Read more about reasons to choose UEF here, and see how the UEF Summer School 
students of the last summer welcome you in their own language. Summer School website: 
www.uef.fi/summerschool  
 
The course fee is normally 500 euros, and UEF is generously granting a discount of 20 % for 
participants from their partner universities, i.e. members of Nordic Centre. The application 
period runs until 15 June 2018 (applications are handled continuously). If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact summer.school@uef.fi. 

Updated overview of research opportunities  
 

Our platform provides a range of different opportunities for 

researchers in the Nordic countries and China to connect, 

collaborate, and ultimately create excellent cross-border research. 

Whether it’s organizing a workshop, getting funding for a research 

visit, finding assistance in reaching new partners, or solving various 

practical issues, Nordic Centre’s purpose is to make sure you get 

there.  

 

Read our updated one-page overview here, including various 

deadlines for applications.  

Two new episodes of Nordic Centre Podcast 
 

Ep 8: Fashion and Intellectual Property. Public lecture by Heidi Harkonen, University of Lapland 

 

Ep 9:  Belt & Road Initiative and the Northern Searoute. Public lecture by Arthur Guschin, Fudan 

Development Institute 

http://www.uef.fi/en/web/admissions/why-choose-uef-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glWAYF7yYG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glWAYF7yYG0
http://www.uef.fi/summerschool
mailto:summer.school@uef.fi
http://www.nordiccentre.net/s/Nordic-Centre-one-pager-2018.pdf
http://www.nordiccentre.net/s/Nordic-Centre-one-pager-2018.pdf
http://www.nordiccentre.net/nc-podcast/2018/1/11/episode-8-fashion-and-intellectual-property
http://www.nordiccentre.net/nc-podcast/2018/1/11/episode-9-belt-and-road-initiative-and-the-northern-sea-route
http://www.nordiccentre.net/nc-podcast/2018/1/11/episode-9-belt-and-road-initiative-and-the-northern-sea-route


Sino-Nordic Seminar on Sustainable Food Systems and Food Waste 
 

Words Vincent Wen 
 
Nordic Centre funded and organized a Sino-Nordic Seminar on Sustainable Food Systems and Food 
Waste on January 13-14, 2018. Over 40 Nordic and Chinese researchers, practitioners, industry, 
governmental agencies, and NGOs focusing on sustainable food systems and food waste presented their 
latest research results and exchanged ideas. 
 
The seminar included the following four sessions: Food-waste quantification and management (including 
a panel discussion on “Towards SDG 12.3: Nordic vs China”); Sustainable food production and 
consumption; Food-energy-water nexus; and Sustainable nutrient management. Around 20 speakers 
showed their research results and ongoing work that relates to sustainable food systems. 
 
Like in other fields of environmental sustainability, Nordic countries are frontrunners in food-waste 
reduction and related research. For example, a recent review shows that Sweden and Finland are the 3rd 
and 5th in terms of numbers of publications in food waste quantification, and Norway and Denmark are 
quite active, as well.  
 
The rising food waste in China, the world’s most populous and largest developing economy, deserves a 
closer look due to its significant impact on the global food market, resource usage, and emissions. In 
recent years, consumer food waste has increased rapidly and repeatedly popped up in public debates on 
food security, human health, and waste management. Thus, there are huge potentials for China to learn 
from the experience of food waste research and reduction in the Nordic countries. 
 
The seminar also explored potential research collaboration opportunities among Lund University, 
University of Southern Denmark, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Fudan University, Norwegian University 
of Science and Technology, Shanghai Normal University, University of Michigan, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Tongji University, Tsinghua University, Nanjing University, and 
China Agricultural University. 



Upcoming research events 

 

Bi-annual Conference of Nordic Centre  

Belt & Road Initiative, Sustainable Development and Law:  
Sino-Nordic Perspectives  

 
Fudan University, Shanghai 

29-30 OCT 2018 
 
Five years ago, China launched its new development strategy, the Belt Road Initiative (BRI). BRI 
presents a new vision for a broad international cooperation encompassing about 70 countries along 
two main trading routes: the ancient land-based Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road. The undertaking of BRI presents new legal challenges and opportunities for China 
and the Nordic countries as they look to increase their cooperation in coming decades, especially as it 
takes place alongside the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It will encounter various 
interests from the Nordic region, some of them common to all five states, others particular to one or 
several.  
 
The Nordic countries are becoming involved in the BRI cooperation in a multitude of ways, and regional 
and global institutions have an effect on the Nordic-China relations under the BRI. The conference shall 
identify legal challenges, opportunities and solutions related to the BRI through a sustainable 
development lens in its three inter-related fields: economic development, environmental protection, 
and social justice. The goal is to explore ways for rule of law-based governance on sustainability in 
national, regional and global contexts. The dialogue in this conference shall stimulate further 
understanding and exchange among policy-makers, legislators, legal scholars and practitioners in the 
Nordic countries and China. 

Initiated by the University of Oslo, the 2018 Bi-annual Conference of the Nordic Centre is co-organized 
with three Nordic institutions (the University of Oslo in Norway, the Lund University in Sweden, and 
the University of Reykjavik in Iceland) and two Chinese Law Schools, at Fudan University and Tsinghua 
University. The two-day conference shall focus on issues of BRI in the following four parts within a 



sustainable development framework: (1) legal and sustainability significance of the BRI; (2) national, 
regional and global dimensions; (3) specific fields of law and sustainability; and (4) practitioners´ legal 
perspectives: projects and cases.  

The conference language is English. Selected papers of the conference will be published in English.  

Time schedule for abstracts and drafts: 
 

May 1st, 2018: Abstracts (500 words) 
Sep. 15th, 2018: Draft paper for conference (5000 to 10000 words) 

  
Contact persons:  
 
Maria Lundberg, University of Oslo, a.m.c.lundberg@nchr.uio.no, and Magnus Jorem, Nordic Center, 
magnus@nordiccentre.net 
 
 

 
Tentative Programme 

 
Belt & Road Initiative, Sustainable Development and Law:  

Sino-Nordic Perspectives 
 

 
Monday 29 OCT 2018 
 
09.00-10.00    
 
Welcome - Introduction to Conference 
Chinese and Nordic Organizers 
 
10:00-12:00   
 
PART I: Legal and Sustainability Significance of the BRI 
 
This part shall focus on the legal significance and challenges of BRI. The discussion shall clarify the 
aims, contents and programs of BRI to identify the new legal challenges of international cooperation.  
 
12:00-14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00-17:30   
 
PART II: National Regional and Global Dimensions 
 

mailto:a.m.c.lundberg@nchr.uio.no
mailto:magnus@nordiccentre.net


This part shall focus on national legal issues among the five Nordic countries and China arising from the 
BRI. Regional dimensions, such as the EU, Nordic and the Arctic institutions, meeting the initiation of a 
New Euro-Asia cooperation of BRI shall be scrutinized. The common legal dimensions of global 
governance in relation to sustainable development and the BRI shall be presented. Suggested topics 
include: 
 

Legal challenges of BRI viewed from governance of sustainability 
China and Nordic countries and climate change under the BRI 
Arctic governance and the BRI 

 
 
TUESDAY 30 OCT 2018 
 
09:00-12:00  
 
PART III: Specific Fields of Law and Sustainability 
 
The discussion will focus on specific fields linked to Nordic-China cooperation under the BRI within a 
sustainable development framework. Topics may include: bilateral trade agreement and the BRI; legal 
gaps of green finance in China and EU; labour law issues in China-Nordic cooperation; OECD´s 
guidelines for multinational enterprises. 

 
12:00-14:00 Lunch 
 
14:00-16:00 
 
PART IV: Practitioners’ Legal Perspectives: Projects and Cases 
 
This part shall discuss the legal aspects of ongoing projects and potential cooperation under the BRI. 
Concrete China-Nordic case studies may include financial cooperation (e.g. Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank), transportation facilities (e.g. railway and harbor), and natural resources 
development. Legal practitioners and project managers from leading law firms and companies shall 
bring challenges and solutions in practice for discussion.  
 
16:00-17:00 
 
Concluding Roundtable 

 
This round table discussion aims to summarize the special perspectives and legal challenges of the BRI. 
Further efforts on bridging the gap between legal research/education and legal services for improving 
China-Nordic legal cooperation shall be discussed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 16-17 at Nordic Centre: 

Gender and gender equality in ‘welfare solutions’ and 

‘entrepreneurship and business’   
  

While there are differences in recognizing and addressing gendered aspects of and gender equality 

issues in relation to ‘welfare policies and practices’ as well as ‘entrepreneurship and business’ between 

individual Nordic countries and also within China, in principle both China and Nordic countries view 

gender equality as a social justice issue and are politically committed towards achieving gender 

equality nationally and internationally.  

 

FULL DESCRIPTION HERE. 

 

In practice, recent years have seen a backlash in some Nordic countries in terms of ensuring equality 

and gender equality as a consequence of austerity politics. At the same time, the Nordic countries are 

strongly involved in the work of the United Nations on gender equality. In relation to the 61st Session 

of the UN Commission on the Status of Women during March 2017 on the theme of “Women’s 

economic empowerment in the changing world of work”, the Nordic prime ministers offered ‘Nordic 

solutions to global challenges’. 

 

China is rapidly expanding its global political and economic influence through various platforms, 

including its role on the UN Security Council, participation of the G20 and the G77+China, as well as 

bilateral and multilateral trade agreements. The creation of new financial institutions such as the Asia 

Infrastructure and Investment Bank (AIIB) and new trade and investment and economic policies 

demonstrate China’s economic ambitions. Xi Jinping’s 2017 World Economic Forum address was seen 

as a defense of globalization and a decree that China is prepared to champion it. 

 

The workshop is addressed to PhD students and scholars working with gender perspectives and gender 

equality issues in relation to Nordic welfare policies and practices, as well as in relation to Nordic 

entrepreneurship and business.  Initiated by NIAS, Nordic Institute of Asian Studies. 

  

 

August, 27-28, in Beijing. SNoW 2018:  

Sino-Nordic Workshop on Comparative Welfare Regimes: Governance 

Innovation and Social Service Provision  
 

The workshop will be convened to present and promote comparative research on welfare reforms. 

Papers are invited on government policy responses to major challenges of demographic change and 

globalization, with a focus on social service provision, e.g. elderly care, child care (family policy), and 

health care. Papers can be comparative within or across countries, but must include China and/or one 

http://www.nordiccentre.net/s/Shanghai-workshop-gender-and-gender-equality-in-welfare-solutions-and-entreprenuership-and-business.pdf
http:/www.uib.no/en/snow


or several Nordic countries. Theoretically-oriented papers on the comparative study of welfare regimes 

and social policy concepts are also welcome. 

 

Organizers: Sino-Nordic Welfare Laboratory, Institute of Sociology, CASS, and Sino-Nordic Welfare 

Research Network (SNoW), Department of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen  

 

Registration deadline: by 15 June 2018, with an abstract of paper/presentation (100-200 words), to 

Fang Lijie (fanglj@cass.org.cn) and Zhang Wenbo (Zhangwb@cass.org.cn). Nordic participants are also 

asked to inform Stein Kuhnle (stein.kuhnle@uib.no). There is no registration fee. 

 

 

Selection of other upcoming events: 
 

March 12: Seminar for BI Norwegian Business School MBA students 

March 21: Seminar for Aalborg University EMBA students 

March 26-30: Annual course for Lund University economics students 

March 29-30: Research workshop ”Closing the Gap”, organized by Umeå 

University 

April 16: Research workshop on ”Health and Nutrition in Ageing Societies,” 

organized by Aalborg University 

April 16: Classical concert with Royal Danish Academy of Music (TBC) 

April 23-27: Course for Hanken School of Economics EMBA students 

April 26: Workshop on the Arctic, organized by and at Umeå University 

May 26-28: Shanghai Forum, workshop on China and the Arctic 

Fall: Research workshop exploring ”Nordic Perspectives on Play and Learning,” 

organized by Gothenburg University 

 

 



Summer courses 2018:  

 
Chinese Politics and Society & Business and Innovation in China 
 
Summer may seem like a long way off, but the warmer season will approach at just about 
the pace of Chinese economic growth and wider societal development.  
 
As in previous years, Nordic Centre looks forward to organizing two courses for member 
university students, each lasting two weeks, related to precisely those two trajectories. One 
explores Chinese Politics and Society — including such topics as the Party-State, Beiing’s 
international relations, and social change — the other Business and Innovation in China —  
delving into the complexities of being competitive in this rapidly evolving market, which is no 
longer merely the “workshop of the world,” but a hotbed of economic experiments and 
entrepreneurial ambition. 
 
 
Click the images below to view promotional videos based on last year’s courses, and meet our 
new main instructors for the courses in their Q&As underneath. 
 
 
 
 

Chinese Politics and Society  
 
June 28--July 11, 2018 
 

 
 
Business and Innovation in China  
 
July 13--26, 2018 
 
 
 
 

 
Q&A with Kaisa Kantola, University of Helsinki, main instructor of 
Chinese Politics and Society 

 
Why and how did you step into China-related research? 
 
I did my master’s degree in East Asian Studies, focusing on China. I worked for 
a few years after graduating, but the idea of researching China was too 
intriguing so I returned to do a PhD. China is extremely important in the 
context of world politics, and the developments in domestic politics are also 
fascinating. I just couldn’t resist. 

 
  

 

http://www.nordiccentre.net/summer-courses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmH0GbbEWm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmH0GbbEWm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmH0GbbEWm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVrB_IN8Je0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVrB_IN8Je0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVrB_IN8Je0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmH0GbbEWm0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wVrB_IN8Je0


What do you think is the most important thing you want to teach the students for the course? 
 
I hope the students will gain a basic understanding of the Chinese political system and its 
characteristics. This is important because of the implications for both domestic and foreign politics and 
international relations. Hopefully, it will inspire students to further discover the complexities of 
contemporary China in the future. 
 
 
Q&A with Dmitrij Slepniov, Aalborg University, main instructor of Business and 
Innovation in China 

 
Why and how did you step into China-related research? 
 
With regards to why, there were no dilemmas for me here. I firmly 
believe that China is, and will continue to, influence the vectors of 
development of the global economy. Uncovering how this happens and 
trying to advance our understanding about what are the implications of 
this for China as well as the rest of the world excites and motivates me 
a lot. I first came to China in 2006 to do field work. China was a 
different place at that time, making headlines as a manufacturing 
powerhouse of the world and the place preparing to host the summer 
Olympics in its capital in 2008. But already back then you could feel a 
special vibe of the place and that it is on track with one day becoming a 
global epicenter of new technologies, new business models and new brands capable of disrupting the 
business world until then rooted in the old industrial triad of Western Europe, North America and 
Japan. When a few years later, I got an opportunity to lead the Innovation Management programme at 
a newly created Sino-Danish Center for Education and Research in Beijing, I of course embraced it with 
open arms. This allowed me to engage with the Chinese context even more and center more of my 
teaching and research activities on China. 
 
What do you think is the most important thing you want to teach the students for the course? 
 
There are so many misconceptions about China back home in Europe. If through the course we will 
manage to debunk at least some of the most egregious myths about China and doing business and 
innovation here, it will be an important takeaway from the course. I also hope that the course will help 
the students to uncover the new China, the country that is no longer should be associated with low-
cost manufacturing and imitation, but the country that is actively building the foundation for growth 
based on knowledge and innovation. 
 
Why is it important to learn about China in today's world? 
 
We live in interesting times. The influence of G7 countries is declining, and the balance of power is 
shifting towards new emerging economies. New supranational forums, like BRICS and G20, where 
these emerging economies are represented, mushroomed on the global stage recently. But the reality 
is that perhaps it make sense to see today’s world as the G2-world, whose two largest economies, USA 
and China, are in the position to determine the state of affairs. We happen to know quite a bit about 
the United States and among other things its resent self-isolationism and protectionisitc tendencies; 
now it is time to dig deeper and learn more about China – the country with ambition and capacity to 
lead the worlds in the 21st century. 

 



Pollution, congestion, and a policy to deal with them 

Guangzhou’s vehicle quota system 
Excerpts from master’s thesis by Thea Marie Valler 
 

Besides hosting visting scholars at Nordic Centre itself, our team 

supports member universities’ research activities in other parts of 

China through practical assistance of various kinds, for example by 

introducing contacts. In 2017, we played a very small role in 

helping Thea Marie Valler conduct research for her master’s thesis 

at the University of Oslo, on a topic of great importance to China 

and thereby the world, namely environmental policy, and its local 

implementation and reception by the people. We would like to 

congratulate Thea on her highly relevant and perceptive work. 

With gratitude, we reprint some select excerpts from her 

conclusions here.  

 

Please note that literature references have been removed in the following, and that Valler’s thesis 

conclusions include a range of other observations on methodology and the subject matter’s 

complexity that have been omitted for the sake of newsletter brevity.  

 

Addressing the environmental challenges that are a result of the ballooning Chinese economy is 
becoming an increasingly important national priority. Today, China has the highest number of deaths 
linked to ambient air pollution of any other country in the world. The transport sector contributes 
significantly to this pollution. To address these issues, several Chinese cities have chosen to implement 
the vehicle quota system (VQS).  
 
The vehicle quota system represents an alternative approach to traffic congestion and air pollution by 
directly controlling ownership through quotas on a societal and individual level. This thesis has 
approached the VQS in Guangzhou in a two-fold manner; First, by analysing the motivations behind the 
policy and policy implementation, and second, by examining policy acceptance.  
 
*...+ 
 
Contrary to the pre-existing findings on the VQS in Shanghai, my informants expressed an overall 
acceptance for the policy in Guangzhou. This cannot merely be explained by enforced compliance to an 
authoritarian state or apocalyptic views on air pollution. Rather, it can be seen as a policy design that is 
perceived as maintaining people’s sense of agency over own car purchase, enabled by a fundamental 
level of government trust.  
 
*…+ 
 
For most of the informants, comparing the situation to more polluted cities in China and mentioning 
the improvement of air quality over time seems to be the way they explain, understand, and can be 

 



relatively pleased about the situation in Guangzhou. Additionally, traffic congestion is certainly a 
source of irritation in people’s everyday life, but is also perceived as better when compared to the past 
and other cities in China. Although both issues are recognized as problems, VQS is rarely pointed out as 
a main solution to these problems by the local residents. Therefore, I suggest that problem perception 
and perceived effectiveness seem to explain very little in terms of acceptance of VQS, given my data.  
 

I have argued that government trust is particularly important for understanding VQS. Many of the 
aspects of the policy remain unknown to the population, such as revenue usage, level of corruption 
and transparency. Therefore, a minimum level of government trust is needed to fill the information 
gap. Thereby government trust seems to serve as a precondition for acceptance of the policy, which is 
then strengthened by the flexibility of the system. Most of the informants expressed a high level of 
government trust coupled with policy acceptance. My data also indicate that a low level of trust could 
lead to a complete dismissal of the policy. At the same time, the social contract in China is built on the 
continued increase in material welfare for the population. However, the policy is reducing the public’s 
access to an important aspect of middle class aspirations. Therefore, the policy is particularly 
interesting to analyse considering the backdrop of declining rates of trust in the government and the 
shift in legitimacy from pro-growth to government reform. In future research on policy acceptance, 
government trust may prove to be interesting to include. Also, analysing how consumption-restricting 
measures affect government trust and how such measures might be perceived as a break on this social 
contract, may be of interest.  
 
Whether the municipal government has chosen VQS because of or despite public acceptance remains 
an open question. Yet we can note that congestion charges have been rejected in Guangzhou mainly 
due to low acceptance, and the Chinese government is responsive to public will, in Guangzhou perhaps 
particularly so.  

Photo: Indi Samarajiva, flickr creative commons 



China-Nordic High-Level Think Tank Forum in Fuzhou, December 2017 
 

In December, the Chinese government’s Bureau of Compilation and Translation organized a forum 

on Sino-Nordic relations, and a separate workshop focusing on the 19th Party Congress, the latter as 

a way to absorb foreign academics’ inputs on Chinese policy direction. Nordic Centre and its 

members were strongly represented, with talks by Teemu Naarajarvi (University of Helsinki), Hans 

Jørgen Gaasemyr (University of Bergen) , and Magnus Jorem (Nordic Centre).  

 

Unsurprisingly, group photos were taken. 


