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Continuation of SNoW 

The Sino-Nordic Welfare research network (SNoW) was established in 2010-11, 
with activity limited to two workshops based on a small grant from NordForsk. 
SNoW greatly expanded its activities – newsletter, website, conferences, PhD 
courses, book publication - during the last three years, 2013-2015, thanks to a 
generous grant from the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM) under its three year 
program to support Sino-Nordic research networks in different fields. The NCM 
program comes to an end at the end of this year, and thus SNoW must look for 
new sources of funding to keep the network running. There is considerable interest 
in continued activity both in China and the Nordic countries, and SNoW has 
obtained economic support from the University of Bergen in 2016 to be able to 
maintain the provision of administrative services and support from the Nordic 
Centre at Fudan. Thus, the quarterly SNoW Newsletter will continue to be 
published, and the website (placed at Department of Comparative politics, 
University of Bergen) will be maintained: http://www.uib.no/en/snow .  SNoW 
shall approach other sources for support of other activities. One such activity being 
planned for 2016 is a workshop or conference at the Nordic Centre in mid-October 
2016. Information on this will come in SNoW Newsletter no 1 (March) 2016. 
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Report on  second SNoW PhD course 

Second SNoW PhD Course 2-6 November 2015 
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The second SNoW PhD Course on “Analyzing Welfare Institutions, Policies and Politics in China and the Nordic 
Countries” was held at the Nordic Centre, Fudan University, 2-6 November 2015 (the first SNoW PhD Course 
was organized in Fall 2013).  
 
Altogether 24 PhD candidates had been admitted to the course, but some had to withdraw in the last minute 
and in the end 21 PhD candidates participated in this year’s course. Candidates came from China, Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Mongolia, South-Korea, and Albania. The course included 10 lectures, by 
four Nordic and six Chinese scholars, and a total of five workshops where candidates presented their papers 
and also acted as discussants on other candidates’ paper. All papers were also commented upon by at least 
one of the teachers. In addition, the course included student group work to deal with three cases studies 
made public on the first day of the course and with the results of the group work being presented and 
discussed in a plenary session during the last day. 19 candidates were present at the last session and they all 
submitted an anonymous evaluation sheet at the end of the course. The evaluation showed an overall 
satisfaction with the course, with an average score of 4,6 out of maximum 5 (the median being 5), and an 
average score of 4,4 for lecturers. The case study experience was much appreciated, and several suggested 
that such a course could have more space for group work. The lowest score, an average of 3,3, was for 
whether participants found “the level of the course appropriate”. The course design got an average score of 
4,5. There was overall great satisfaction with the organization and management of the course, but several 
participants voiced criticism of the choice of hotel for accommodation. All feedback, appreciative, constructive 
and critical, is very valuable for the planning of future courses of this kind. 
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ARTICLE IN CHINA DAILY 

Stein Kuhnle published an article on the op-ed page in the China Daily weekend edition 7-8 November 2015 on “Add a 
Nordic touch to China’s welfare society”. The text is reprinted below, and here is the electronic link: 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2015-11/07/content_22394699.htm 

    Add a Nordic touch to China's welfare society 
         Updated: 2015-11-07 09:04  
       By Stein Kuhnle (China Daily) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workers reinforce a bridge on the Yangtze River in Jiujiang, Jiangxi province. [Photo/China Daily] 

The vision of building a "moderately well-off society" (xiaokang shehui) by 2020, formulated in the early 2000s, 
is an important goal of China's 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-20). What can China look to learn from experiences 
of "advanced" welfare states, the "Nordic welfare model" in particular? 
The Nordic welfare model highlights the apparent relative success story of the four Nordic countries of 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden during the recent global financial crisis. 
China's decades of economic success is recasting it back to become the world's leading economy, a position it 
held during 18 of the last 20 centuries. But social challenges persist, and new ones appear, prompting the 
introduction of a great number of social reforms. 
Over the years major social policy reforms aimed at universal population coverage have been passed, for 
example, for healthcare, pensions and education. And life expectancy has improved for the vast majority of 
the people. But income distribution has become very unequal and rural-urban disparities are striking. Issues of 
social justice, equality, sustainable development and welfare have shaped the political discourse in recent 
years. 
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Can the Nordic experience be of inspiration for the next phase of building the Chinese welfare society? 
Not one feature, but a specific combination of features, justifies the concept of a Nordic type of welfare state. 
Welfare states with "Nordic characteristics" combine the normative foundation of strong public responsibility 
for citizens' welfare, the principle of universal population coverage of social security, healthcare and welfare, 
a "passion for equality", and a consensual system of governance through which social policies are developed 
and politically agreed upon. 
Welfare states come in different sizes and shapes. The origin of the Western welfare state dates back to the 
last quarter of the 19th century. The great societal transformations of the time were conducive to a "new 
thinking" about the role of the state: Should the state play a more active social role and, if so, in what way? 
On entering the 20th century, social policy and welfare emerged to become a crucial issue on the political 
agenda, and the Western countries adopted varied approaches. 
The Nordic welfare state is about "stateness, universality, equality", and "a system of governance" conducive 
to stable, continuous reform efforts and decisions. 
The Nordic welfare model is based on the prevalence of the state and the public sector in welfare 
arrangements. The "stateness" of the Nordic countries has long historical roots. The principle of social rights 
is extended to the entire population. Services and cash benefits are to a greater extent than elsewhere 
universal in character, covering also the middle-and high-income classes, and those without income. 
In short, all benefit and all who are able to must pay. Progressive income tax and universal, generous, social 
security and welfare systems have made for redistribution, little poverty and egalitarian income distributions. 
The system of governance provides a pattern for conflict resolution and policy legitimacy through political 
processes prior to authoritative political decision making. Civil society organizations, most particularly 
through triangular relationships between government, trade unions, and employers' associations, are 
actively involved before decisions are formally made. This system of governance may be called "consensual 
governance". 
The Nordic experience of welfare, politics and economic development－the "middle way"－can be of 
interest for China and for developing economies and embryonic welfare states in a globalized world. 
 
The author is a professor of comparative politics, University of Bergen, Norway, and a visiting professor at 
Fudan University, Shanghai. 

EVENTS & RESEARCH NOTES 

Towards a Chinese welfare state? 
During the main event of the 20 years’ anniversary of the Nordic Centre at Fudan University on 21 October 
2015, one of the four thematic research panels was devoted to “welfare research”. At the “Welfare panel” 
two papers were presented, based on the project led by the Fafo Research Foundation, Oslo, on “Towards a 
Chinese welfare state: Chinese perceptions of distributive justice”: 
Kristin Dalen, FAFO Research Foundation and Department of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen, “”It 
is no longer fair” – Chinese perceptions of inequalities based on hukou status”. 
Hans Jørgen Gåsemyr (w/co-author Tor Midtbø), Department of Comparative Politics, University of Bergen, 
“ Communist Party members and their attitudes towards inequality and redistribution in China”. 
Discussants were: Wang Feng, University of California, Irvine, and Fudan University, and Geir Helgesen, 
Nordic Institute of Asia Studies; and the panel was moderated by Jing Yijia, Fudan University, and Stein 
Kuhnle, University of Bergen. 
The session was attended by 70-80 participants among attendees at the NC20 anniversary events. 
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NEWS FROM CHINA 

(Collected by Hanwei Li, Postdoctoral Research Fellow in Fudan University) 

Books 

Deng, Zhiping (2015). From Labor Insurance to Social Insurance: China's social 
security system model transformation and its logic. Chinese Social Sciences Publisher 
  
The book aims at the explanatory research on the change of Chinese social security 
system. Firstly, from the standpoint of political economics, the author give a 
macroscopic analysis about the evolution and influential factors of Chinese social 
security system, then, designs a comprehensive theoretical framework in three 
dimensions: path dependence, policy spread and national self-determination. 
Besides, the author thinks the necessity of the reform of China’s social security is 
mainly determined by economic system reform and at the same time, policy spread 
provides references and model for the reform while path dependence has deep 
effect on the direction and level of the reform. Therefore, plus the change of 
national development strategy, the three aspects all determine the direction and 
path of the reform of Chinese social security system. 

Li, Yingsheng et al. (2015). Theoretical Exploration of Reform and Innovation of Social 
Policy in China. Chinese Renming Univerity Press 
  
In view of the serious lack of indigenous researches of China’s social policy, the 
author comprehensively and systematically analyzes the theoretical problems in the 
process of the reform and innovation of Chinese social policies in the background of 
promoting our social construction. To be specific, the book focuses on the topic of 
reform and innovation of Chinese social policies, and tells about the relations 
between social policies and social construction, market transformation and social 
policies, theory and value of innovative social policies, the target pattern of 
innovative social policies, social participation in this process and the problems of 
urban and rural overall development in social policy reform, and so on. Generally, by 
reviewing and evaluating the history of China’s social policies, the book advices 
valuable experience for the theoretical constructions of China’s social policies and 
the innovation of social welfare.  

Lin Mingang (2015). International Social Security Comparisons. Science Press. 
  
The author analyzes development path, motivation, international consensus, and the 
trend of the transition of contemporary studies on social. The author introduces the 
most influential research outcome of the comparison between the social welfare 
systems according to principle of non-commercialization and social stratification. 
More precisely, in order to reflect the recent dynamics, American and Canadian 
liberal welfare system, German and French Conservative welfare system a, Britain 
and Swedish social democracy and welfare system and East- Asia welfare system are 
also analyzed. At the same time, the author describes the what difficulties and 
opportunities the social security system faces in globalization background so as to 
provide valuable suggestions for the reform and perfect of our social security system. 
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Qin, Zhongchun ed. (2014). New Pension Economics. Tsinghua University Press 
  
This book systematically analyzes a lot of problems such as where are the basic 
pensions come from、 where to go and how to determine .At the same time, the 
book also introduces the contents of the causation, exchange contracts, insurance 
period, the insurance principle, the relative property rights, investment dividends, 
dividend policy support, the transition dividend, treatment adjustment, personal 
savings, the difference between grants , long-term balance sheet, pension contract 
management, etc. the authors also establish a system dynamics model and the 
overall framework for the basic old-age insurance system and the basic pension 
relief mechanisms. 

Wang, Yanzhong ed. (2015).  2015 China Social Security Development Report. 
Chinese Social Sciences Academic Press 
  
This report summarizes the development of China's social security during the "12th 
Five Year Plan" period. he introduction of the "Thirteen five" period of social security 
for the future development of Chinese. The "Twelfth Five Year" period of China's 
social security system is constantly improving, The social security system has 
basically realized the full coverage of the system, Fund size continues to expand, 
Function in the protection and improvement of people's livelihood, promote 
economic and social development is more significant and it has laid an important 
foundation for social security "Thirteen five year plan" period of development. As for 
the "Thirteen five" period, this report mainly introduces the task and development 
direction of the construction of social security system in china. 

Li, Wei. ed. (2014). China’s New Urbanization: Path, Pattern and Policy. Chinese 
Development Press 
  
This book describes the path of urbanization China, models and policy from four 
aspects. Including the promotion of urbanization quality of international experience, 
the particularity of China 's urbanization, land reform and sustainable urbanization. 
While, the book also pointed out: the development of urbanization in China is not 
only to follow the general rules, but also to fully consider the situation characteristic 
and institutional factors. China must go with Chinese characteristics new 
urbanization, Co-ordinate the development of good industrial relations, employment 
absorption and population agglomeration。 

Jing, Chunmei ed. (2014). Urbanization, Dynamic Mechanism and Institutional 
Innovation: A Perspective Based On Government Behavior. Chinese Social Sciences 
Academic Press 
  
This book combines the new situation and the new situation of China's urbanization 
after the financial crisis, and the proposition of "Government Paradox" outlines the 
plight of government behavior in the process of urbanization in China. The 
innovation of the book is: on the basis of building the dynamic mechanism of 
urbanization in China, the use of statistical and econometric methods to analyze the 
government behavior in the urbanization, the research methods have done a useful 
exploration. 
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Zhu, Yon and Tao Pang ed. (2015). 2015 Report On Development Of China Smart 
Elderly Care Industry. Chinese Social Sciences Academic Press 
  
This book is by Hualing intelligent endowment industry development center and 
Social Sciences Academic Press jointly organized China's first intelligent endowment 
blue book. Intelligent pension industry is the Internet, artificial intelligence, as the 
representative of the new technology and the aging services integration and 
development and the formation of new formats. Currently, in the field of aging, 
intelligent settlements, smart home, smart service, smart health and other formats 
rapid development, not only to accelerate the technological innovation of aging 
services, but also profoundly changed the way aging industry. Despite strong 
momentum of development of intelligent pension industry, but there are still ideas 
awareness, institutional mechanisms and many other issues, we have to solve these 
problems, the only way to promote the healthy and rapid development of China's 
pension industry intelligence. 

2015 International Conference On Economics, Management and Social Sciences (Dec.8-9, Hanzhou, China) 
  
2015 International Conference on Economics, Management and Social Sciences (ICEMSS2015) serves as an 
optimal platform for academic communications, exchange of ideas and inspirations to invite specialists, 
scholars and scientists in all fields related to economics, management and social sciences, including hot issues 
such as economy, politics, law, ethics, education, management, history，and etc.，aiming to promote the 
developments of global economics, management and social sciences. 

The 7th International Symposium on Human Capital and Labor Markets Celebrating Release of the China 
Human Capital Report 2015, (December11-12, 2015, Beijing, China) 
  
The conference will feature the release of the seventh annual China Human Capital Report-2015, and parallel 
academic sessions. We invite submission of papers. Topics dealing with the broad areas of human capital and 
labor markets are all welcome. To be considered for the Conference, a detailed abstract (400-500 words) 
must be submitted no later than October 15, 2015 to the  website:   
https://editorialexpress.com/cgi-bin/conference/conference.cgi?action=login&db_name=HCLM15 
  

Upcoming Events 
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